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Objectives: By the end of the course, each student should be able:
1. to discuss the various competing theories of first and second language
acquisition.

2. to apply these theories in teaching and leaning of L2 in Ghana.

Course Requirements: Students are required to

1. be regular and punctual at lectures.

il. do all assigned readings before each class meeting.

1il. actively participate in class discussions.

iv. submit all written assignments and seminar papers on schedule.

Assessment: Each student’s final grade will be based on his/her performance in
tests/assignments (40%) and final exam (60%).
1. Introduction to Language Acquisition
2. The Human Brain and Language
3. Theories of First Language Acquisition
a. Behaviourism
b. Innatism

c. Interactionist Position

4. Theories of Second Language Acquisition

a. Identity Theory

b. Contrastive Theory
c. Monitor Theory

d. Pidginisation

e. Creolisation



5. The Interlanguage Theory

6. Cognitive Theory

7. Error Analysis

8. Second Language Learning in the Classroom

9. Language Testing
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